Setting out, therefore, fully armed with the knowledge that to prove oxygen beneficial would actually be to run counter to the teachings of physiology, and yet determined as far as possible to conduct an investigation in a scientific and unbiassed spirit, the author entered upon his task.
Scope.
Although it was originally intended to confine attention solely to the point of interest to the mining community, namely, whether or not oxygen is of any value in cases of choke-damp asphyxia, still as the work progressed it was seen that the scope of the investigation might perhaps be profitably widened to include some observations regarding its effect on persons in health, and also on those the subjects of cardiac or pulmonary disease with cyanotic symptoms. But This they agreed to do, and the three cylinders of oxygen, carbonic acid, and air were attached to the inlet (i), as shown in Fig. 1 No. Table I . Table III is a most interesting one. In it all the experiments with oxygen ivhich have the same "final condition" {e. g.y failing point," which will be explained hereafter) are taken, and the average time of carbonic acid administration is calculated. Then the average time required for recovery is also calculated. The latter is then divided by the former* and the result is a number expressed in decimals. The same is done with the experiments in which the restoring gas is A* 
